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S ummit , 
sheriff ’ s 
deputies
union hit
stalemate
S ides unable to agree
on concession amount

By Ric  k Armon
B eacon J ournal staff writer

N egotiations between Su m-
mit County and the union rep-
resenting sheriff’  s deputies
have broken down.

T he two sides have been
talking about ways to bring
back 30 deputies who were laid
off late last year because of
budget cuts.

T he union offered to take
$1.1 million worth of wage and
benefit concessions, but the
county administration rejected
the proposal, Fraternal Order
o  f Police representative C huck 
C hoate said F riday . 

T he county is seeking $1.5
million , he said.

‘ ‘ N egotiations have ceased
at this point,’’ he said. ‘‘We’re
at an impasse over the dollar
figure . 

‘‘We are desperate to get
our people back but we can’t
seem to get the other side to
move off the initial dime.’’

C ounty E xecutive R uss Pr y
disputed the union’s figures . 

P ry said in a news release
that the county’s last offer was
for 12 furlough days, equaling
$ 892 , 869 – not including
$ 447 , 004 saved so far through
the layoffs. H  e said the county
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O bama 
works
to lock
up votes
He delays trip to Asia
to push health overhaul

By Steven Thomma
and David Lightman
M c C latchy N ewspapers 

WASHINGTON : P resident B arack 
O bama , claiming that momen-
tum is building for a historic
overhaul of the nation’s health - 
insurance system, o  n Friday
postponed a trip to Asia so he
can stay in the capital next week
to twist arms in C ongress . 

D emocrats i  n Congress said
they didn’  t yet have the votes
locked up to pass the legislation,
but they were growing more
confident that they could get a
package through. ‘‘We’re i  n a
good place,’’ said House Speaker
N ancy P elosi , D-Ca l i f.

‘‘Th e president feels some
momentum on this issue,’’ White
H ouse press secretary R obert
G ibbs said . 

A fter facing widespread pub-
lic opposition for months , G ibbs 
said the tide started to turn in fa-
vor of the D emocratic proposal
when insurance companies be-
gan announcing big increases in
health - insurance premiums sev-
eral weeks ago. That fueled a
backlash and revived the propos-
als stalled in C ongress , he said.

P lease see H ealth , A4

P resident 
will speak
in region

A ssociated P ress 

STRONGSVILLE : P resident 
B arack O bama ’ s third
event on health care i  n a
week will bring him to the
C leveland suburb of
S trongsville o  n Monday . 

It’s not far from M edina ,
the hometown of an unin-
sured cancer patient named
N atoma C anfield , whom
the president has made a
symbol of the need for r e-
form . T he self - employed
cleaning worker wrote Ob-
ama recently about her
health insurance premium,
which rose to nearly $ 8 , 500
a year and led her to drop
her coverage.

O bama pitched his
health - care plan this week
in both Pennsylvania and
M issouri .

T he S trongsville event
is scheduled for 1 p.m.
M onday at the Walter F.
E hrnfelt R ecreation and
S enior C enter . It’s free and
open to the public, but tick-
ets are needed. Th e y’l l be
available at the center at 2
p.m. Sunday .

E xperts say medical tests being overused
D octor points to O bama ’ s physical as an example of excessive screening

By Lindsey Tanner

A ssociated P ress 

C HICAGO: T oo much cancer
screening , too many heart tests,
too many Caesarean sections. A
spate of recent reports suggests

that many Americans are being
overtreated . M aybe even P resi - 
dent Barack O bama , champion
of an overhaul and cost - cutting 
of the health - care system . 

I  s it doctors practicing de-
fensive medicine? O  r are pa-

tients so accustomed to a cul-
ture of medical technology that
they insist on extensive tests
and treatments?

A combination of both is at
work , but new evidence and
updated guidelines are recom - 

mending a step back and more
thorough doctor - patient talks
about risks and benefits of tests.

A mericans , including the
commander in chief, need to
realize that ‘ ‘ more care is not
necessarily better care,’’ wrote
cardiologist Rita R edberg , edi - 
tor of Archives of Internal

M edicine . S he was comment-
ing on O bama ’ s recent physi-
cal . 

Hi s exam included prostate
cancer screening and a virtual
colonoscopy . Th e PSA test for
prostate cancer is not routinely
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120 Army Reservists return to hugs, kisses
and thanks after serving in Iraq and Kuwait

FINALLY HOME
By Bil  l Lilley

B eacon J ournal staff writer

NORTH CANTON:

here were plenty of greetings on
hand at North Canton Middle
S chool for 120 returning mem-T bers of the Army Reserve 762nd

T ransportation C ompany . 
C ut - out hands and thank - you cards

covered the lockers for the soldiers’ re-
turn ceremony on F riday . 

T he hallways offered a nice wel-
come , but what the soldiers really want - 
ed to see after spending a year in I raq 
and Kuwait was waiting behind the
doors of the school’s gymnasium . 

A mong those inside was 13 - month -
old Gavin H attary , who wore a blue
shirt with the words ‘‘My Da d d y’s My
He r o.’’

Hi s father , Sp c. A dam H attary o  f Na-
varre , worked as a truck driver.

T here were many wives, including
W endy W inans of M acedonia , whose
husband Sp c. J efts W inans , also was a
truck driver.

Th e sight of so many loved ones and
supporters waiting to greet them was
overwhelming . 

‘‘It was outstanding,’’ 1st Lt. J ennifer
M arion , 28 , of C anton , said while she
held 3 - year - old son T ristan , who was
dressed in matching army fatigues. ‘‘It’s
absolutely amazing to know that there is
all the support for us.

‘ ‘ R egardless of how much I loved

everything else, the most important
thing to me was to see T ristan . I was
trying not to cry when I came into the
school , but I have to admit that it was
very , very difficult since I have not seen
him since A ugust . ’ ’ 

T here were some tears, of course.

‘‘Th i s is one of the happiest moments
of my life,’’ Marion said. ‘‘He got so big,
I can’t believe it. I never want to leave
him again.’’

M arion , an executive officer, and her
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C raft beer sales rising,
despite Great R ecession .
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MAC MEN’S TOURNAMENT

ZIPS WIN 66-6 4
TO REACH FINAL

IN CLEVELAND
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Today’s weather

Breezy and
cooler with
rain

52° High 35° Low
Forecast, Page B8

F amily and friends greet 120 Army Reservists from the 762n  d Transportation
C ompany as they return home from a year in Iraq and K uwait .

GIRLS BASKETBALL

WALSH JESUIT
GOES TO STATE
T eam beats Rocky River
5 3-4 4 i  n Division II game.
SPORTS , C1

PAUL TOPLE / A kron B eacon J ournal photos

1s t Lt. Jennifer H inton - M arion greets her 3 - year - old son Tristan on Friday in North C anton . Sh e served with the U.S. Army
R eserve 762 nd T ransportation C ompany i  n Kuwait and Iraq for a year. Her husband Christopher is the company commander.
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